Laboratory testing for the Monkeypox virus (MPXV)

Interim guidance 2022
(57U57131N WHO, US-CDC, PAHO, UK-GOV)
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Specimen type Collection Storage condition Test Note
material
Lesion: vesicles or | Needle aspirate in | 2-8°C for less Real-time PCR
pustules sterile tube than 7 days
-20°C or lower for
longer storage
Skin lesion: Dracon/Rayon Same as above Real-time PCR
vesicles or ulcers | swab with or
without VTM
(1-2ml)
Lesion: crusted or | Sterile tube Same as above Real-time PCR
scrape
Oropharynx/ Dracon/Rayon Same as above Real-time PCR High risk
throat swab swab with or contacts
without VTM
(1-2 ml)
Blood EDTA blood 3 - | Same as above Real-time PCR
5 ml
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1. Monkeypox: diagnostic testing GOV.UK (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/monkeypox-

diagnostic-testine)

2. Laboratory Guidelines for the Detection and Diagnosis of Monkeypox Virus Infection ,Pan
American Health Organization (PAHO)

3. World Health Organization interim guidance on Laboratory testing for monkeypox virus, 23
May 2022

4. Laboratory Procedures | Monkeypox | Poxvirus | CDC,

(https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/lab-personnel/lab-procedures.htm)
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