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Abstract

This study was to find out about the context and risk factors of acquiring rabies in 2™ , Srd,

4" and 5" villages of Amphoe Singhanakorn , Songkhla. The aim of the study was to
study the unique condition and related factors which caused the persistence of rabies in
community. The study was carried by qualitative research. The data was collected by
conducting a Focus group and In- depth interview with 26 people including members of
community , community leaders, health care workers, veterinarian, animal husbandry workers,
and local administrators. The points of issue were controlling the dog populations,
knowleadge of how to take care of dogs properly and what people usually do after being
bited by the dogs, the community participation in rabies problem solving, the priority setting
of the disease in local administration views , law and regultions.

Twenty-six participants aged between 30-50 years. Their main occupations were
agriculture , traders, civil servants, and public employees. The highest education which
most community members had were prathom 6. The result showed that they were lack of
proper knowledge in how to do after being bitten, lack of awareness in disease prevention
and controls. These factors caused the difficulties in controlling the disease. Concerning the
dog population control , the study indicated that the community had limitation in providing
personnel to conduct the sterilization, or birth control injection and dog eradication. Some
community members did not cooperate in bringing their dogs for sterilization or birth control
injections. Even more, when they got tired of keeping their dogs , they released their pets to the
temples or public schools. Especialy in temples, due to a religious precept, the eradication was
not allowed in the temples because it was against the Buddhist commandments. According
to that, getting rid of pariah dogs in community could not be done effectively. Since the
community members were not involved in the determination of community strategy in disease
prevention and control, thus the responsibility of this duty was pushed to the public sectors.
The local administration still had the limitation in budgets and employees including the
concerns of road construction better than disease prevention and control. The law and
regulations of rabies were not strong and strict enough .

In conclusion, this research revealed the condition and factors associated with the
persisting of rabies in community. The strategy of disease elimination in community needs
policy , act relating rabies regulations and participation from all sectors (both public and

private) concerning the uniqueness of each local context.





