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Abstract

The Stigmatized Communication Towards HIV/AIDS Patients:
Representation and Its Meaning in the Quality of Life of Infected Persons

Nuttawat Tangpatomwong”

"Wat Umong [Suan Buddha Dhamma], Muang, Chaing Mai, Thailand

Stigmatized communication and discrimination directed towards HIV/AIDS patients as having
sexual behavior deviant from the norm as well as the discourse of unprotected sexual intercourse which
leads to virus infection is a label that put on them. This labelling has become a stigmatized communication
branding them as sinful and turns them from normal to abnormal beings. This kind of stigmatized
communication violates the human rights of HIV patients. These abusive expressions turned into unconscious
feelings which are embedded in the minds of HIV patients. The negative feelings, unknowingly implanted,
affect the mind and spirit of the HIV patients which later can lead to suicidal behaviour. Communication
through discourse or dialogue creates a meaningful perspective and can create new representations for
HIV infected patients. The new representation includes: the new perspective of AIDS patients, on receiving
antiretrovirals between transmissible and non-transmissible patients. Patients with strict adherence to
antiretroviral drugs have an undetectable viral in the body, therefor have no chance in the spread of the
virus (Undetectable = Untransmittable, U=U). Despite being infected with the virus, the patient lives
like normal people and can lead a happy and meaningful life.

Keywords: quality of life, meaningful, representation, stigma, HIV, AIDS, communication
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Abstract

Prevalence Rate and Factors Associated with Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) among
Adolescent, Yasothon, Thailand

Thanom Namwong", Sukanya Khampat", Pincha pratchayakhup”

“Yasothon Provincial Health Office, Ministry of Public Health, Thailand

This study aimed to assess prevalence rate and to identify factors associated with sexually
transmitted infections (STIs) among adolescent in Yasothon province. The cross-sectional study
included 1,223 adolescents, aged 15 - 17 years old. Data were collected using a smart phone device
during June —July 2019. The results from the study subjects showed that, 31.8% have ever had sex and
45.3% always used condom during one year prior to the study. The STIs prevalence was 6.3% (95%CI;
5.0t07.8). Anunconditional multiple logistic regression reveals that factors associated with STls include
“ever had sex with lover during one year prior to the study” (adjusted OR 2.2, 95%CI; 1.2 to 4.0), “ever
had sex with sex worker during one year prior to the study” (adjusted OR 6.7, 95%CI; 2.9 to 15.3) and
“perception of HIV risk” (adjusted OR 2.0, 95% CI; 1.2 to 3.2). Health staff should use the finding from
this study to develop messages that focus for the campaign to continuously promote access to condom
and condom-used among adolescent.

Keywords: STIs, Adolescent, Yasothon
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Abstract

The Results of Stigma and Discrimination Against HIV Infected People Reduction Program in
Akatamnauy Hospital, Sakon Nakhon Province, 2019

Nava Phanawong®
*Akatamnauy Hospital, Sakon Nakhon Province, Ministry of Public Health, Thailand

The objectives of this research were to study situation, methods of solving problems, and to apply
the solutions to reduce the stigma and discrimination related to HIV. The study was conducted during
March - December 2019 and divided into 3 phases. Phase | aimed to study stigma and discrimination
related to HIV-infected persons among 205 service-related staff and 124 HIV-infected persons attending
ARV clinic at Akatamnauy hospital. Data collection instrument was a questionnaire developed by the
Department of Disease Control, Ministry of Public Health. Data were collected using smart phones or
other electronic devices. Analysis of data was performed using frequency and percentages through the
Redcap program. Phase 2 studied how to solve stigma and discrimination by using a training workshop
program to promote health service facility without a stigma and discrimination related to HIV among
205 staff. Phase 3 was an intervention comprising of activities derived from session 4 and 5 of the train-
ing workshop and was implemented to improve services.

This report is an interim result of the study comprising of phase 1, 2 and planning and early
implementation of phase 3. Results of Phase 1 showed that 61.64% of hospital staff concerned about
being infected with HIV from service provision, 87.86% had negative attitude, 66.14% observed more
protection than usual in other staff while providing services, and 20.51% observed others’discrimination
practice during service. Among the HIV-infected people who received services in ARV clinic during the
past 12 months, proportion of them reported facing with the following events which related to their
HIV-infected status (events could occur at the hospital or any other health facility), 22.58% experienced
discrimination while receiving service, 37.10% decided not go to hospital or health facility due to
self-stigma, 17.21% had been exposed to disclosure of their confidentiality, and 7.56% had been stig-
matized and discriminated with subject related to pregnancy and reproductive health. Results from Phase
2 and phase 3 of the study indicated that implementation of the health promotion program without
stigma and discrimination in the health care service unit for training of staff had make participants felt
that if the same situation happens to them they would not be satisfied and feel devalued. Such phenom-
enon might affect service provider and organization might be subjected to complaints. Therefore it is
necessary for the hospital to develop joint solutions. Policy to reduce stigma and discriminate should be
communicated. Complicated issues should be managed using guidelines and agreements which were
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developed together. Such guidelines and agreement should be raised up as an agenda for the leading
team meeting to discuss and come up with consensus and direct to implementation. As for the issues that
need budget for implementation in the long term, it was proposed for budget in the action plan of 2020
fiscal year.

Keywords: Reducing stigma and discrimination against people with HIV
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Abstract

Factors Associated with HIV Prevention
Behavior among MEN WHO HAVE SEX WITH MEN in Trang Province

Rattiya Songtid®
“Trang Provincial Public Health Office, Ministry of Public Health, Thailand

This research was a descriptive study designed to identify factors associated with HIV prevention
behavior among men who have sex with men (MSM) in Trang Province. One hundred and twenty-seven
subjects were recruited as the sample. The data was collected in June 2018. The Pearson product moment
correlation coefficient analysis was used to identify the associated factors of HIV prevention behavior.

The results showed that majority of the respondents (59.1%) were aged 18-32 years, giving the
average age 37 years old, The average income was 13,807.09 Baht. The study,on health beliefs.
Indicated the followings 76.4% perceived benefits in preventing infection with HIV at high level perceived
barriers to prevent infection with HIV, high-level perceived risk of infection with HIV at moderate level
52.8% perceived severity of infection with HIV, low and. preventive behaviors moderate level. The study
on factors related to HIV prevention behaviors revealed that personal factors including age and income
were, not related to HIV prevention behaviors. correlation coefficients (r) wasere equal to -0.165, (p =
0.064). and -0.133, (p = 0.135), respectively. For studied factors related to health beliefswas found to
significantly associated with HIV prevention behavior (r=0.191, p=0.032) Majority of the subjects
(76.4%) had perceived benefit score on HIV prevention at high level. The lowest mean score on the item
of perceived benefit on HIV prevention was observed to be taking preventive HIV medication before
engaging in unsafe sexual intercourse can prevent HIV infection.

In the program on behavior modification to further reduce new HIV infections among MSM in
Trang Province, stakeholders should promote MSM to be aware of the perceived benefits of infection
prevention, such as promoting access to preventive HIV medication before having unsafe sexual intercourse.

Keywords: HIV Prevention, Men Who Have Sex With Men
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. UIn au
F2AU
(Positive  (Negative
State- State-
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Falgannsularasezuuuedsiiowlananas
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