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Abstract

Rabies is a neglected zoonotic disease and highly prevalent in developing countries.
The global effort to stop human deaths from dog-mediated rabies by 2030. Thailand has gradually
declined the situation over the part 4-5 decades and slightly fluctuated of the situation in the last 10
years. To achieve the global effort target, intersectoral implementation is the crucial strategies with
the same vision and commitment. The operation manual is the guideline to combating the disease
in term of international standard and measurable indicators for multiple government agencies in all
level throughout the country in collaboration with Her Royal Highness Princess Chulabhorn project :
The strategies of Animal free of Rabies : Human are safe from the disease to elimination the dog-

mediated rabies is the crucial mechanism to achieve the international target by 2030.

Keywords : Rabies, Rabies elimination, Rabies Free Area
Publication : ISBN : 978-616-11-2043-6
!/ Division of General Communication disease Department of disease Control, MOPH.

?/ Bureau of disease Control and Veterinary Services. Department of Livestock Development MOAC.
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Criteria for declaration of Rabies Free Area

According to WHO Committee on Rabies (World Health Organization, 2008, ref) :

A provisionally rabies-free country or area is defined as ;

- historically free of rabies and an adequate surveillance system and effective import policy
have been put into place to confirm and ensure maintenance of rabies-free status; or

- an area of a rabies-infected coutry where a successful animal rabies elimination programme
is continuing and where an adequate surveillance system and effective import policy have been put

into place to confirm and ensure maintenance of rabies-free status.

According to WHO (World Health Organization, 1992) : Criteria for declaration of Rabies Free
Area is “A rabies-free area may be defined as one in which an effective import policy is implemented
and, in the presence of adequate disease surveillance, no case of indigenously acquired rabies infection

has been confirmed in humans or any animal species at any time during the previous 2 years.”

“Conversely an area can be considered to be rabies-infected if an indigenously acquired rabies

infection has been confirmed in humans or any animal at any time during the previous 2 years.”
F.-X.Meslin

Coordinator for Strategy Development and Monitoring of Zoonoses, Foodborne Diseases and

Kinetoplastidae (ZFK)

Rabies freedom is reported by WHO on the basis of the declaration of the country itself.

Currently WHO does not certify the status of any free countries?
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1. Criteria for declaration of Rabies Free Area (WHO 1992)
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