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Global Report on Drowning

Drowning is the 3rd leading cause AGE-STANDARDIZED DROWNING DEATHS PER 100 000 POPULATION,

of unintentional injury death worldwide R B oL
4
.K DROWNING DEATHS 9"0/ e OCCUR in |.M|CS
PER 100,000 °

POPULATION

372 000

8.0

v, people die |
from drowning 50
EVERY YEAR l

High - income African Region Eastern European South-East Western
countries Region of the Americas Mmﬁ‘:&{gﬂea" Region Asia Region Pacific Region

lLsavola: Global Report on Drowning (2014), WHO

Note: Data for all high-income countries appears as 'High-income countries'.
All WHO regions provided show ranking for only the low- and middle-income
countries within those regions.
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(ovAnIsouuglan: WHO)

‘Wil dwounrsidadaovavidnargdinga 15 i (2015

Seulsa (TUBERCULOSIS)

oad (HIV) 132,964
Ha (MEASLES) 134,789

ouLih (DROWNING)

(Wokuauovdniau (MENINGITIS) 165,555

llHévﬁoga: Global Report on Drowning (2014), WHO
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The first-ever

Seventy-fifth session ) .
Agenda item 24 United Nations

Eradication of poverty and other development issues :
Resolution on

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly global drowning

on 28 April 2021 prevention has
= been agreed.

[without reference to a Main Committee (A/75/L.76 and A/75/L.76/4Add.1))

75/273. Global drowning prevention

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming
our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, in which it adopted a

. ~ « P ~ P 1 |
comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and transformative We have been working

Sustainable Development Goals and targets, its commitment to working tirelessly for .y : with Bangladesh,
the full implementation of the Agenda by 2030, its recognition that eradicating B s Ireland, and the UN to
poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest . N Vi = help secure this
global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development, and = _ESea T agreement, which

its commitment to achieving sustainable development in its three dimensions — 1 = AN ) : : includes the first
economic, social and environmental — in a balanced and integrated manner, to a3 -
building upon the achievements of the Millennium Development Goals and seeking
to address their unfinished business, and to leaving no one behind,

ention Day

on July 25.

e -

#DrowningPrevention
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World

is World Drowning Prevention Day

Drowning

25 July
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THAILAND ross atont

el Population: Income group:  income per
nammuﬂaﬂaﬁ 69 626 000 Upper middle  USD 18570

4
DEPARTMENT OF DISEASE CONTROL § MANAGEMENT AND COORDINATION OF DROWNING PREVENTION STRATEGY AND TARGETS FOR DROWNING PREVENTION

DOES THAILAND HAVE A NATIONAL COORDINATION MECHANISM FOR YES YES, overall national strategy/policy

DROWNING PREVENTION? DOES THAILAND HAVE A NATIONAL and ministry-specific for injury that

ETY ? includes drowning

SELECTED SECTORS AND AGENCIES INVOLVED IN DROWNING PREVENTION:

Are measurable 1argets to reduce drowning included? YES

Ministry of Health | Ministry of Education | Police | Disaster Risk Reduction |

Maritime Safety | Coastg ary | Non-governmental | I yes, please specify

ini of Interior | Ministry of Tourism and Sports | National Institute for Mortality rate from drowning among children age<15 years is <2.5

Emergency Medicine Mortality rate from drowning in all age group decrease by at least
50 percent

INTERVENTIONS FOR DROWNING PREVENTION Do these strategies align with relevant SDGs? YES

AVAILABLE COVERAGE EVALUATED

Are plans underway, or is there interest, to develop a national water strategy?

Physical barriers . Low YES
sw‘m<,;,\\q‘},,‘"‘ng . MED YES LEGISLATION AND REGULATION FOR DROWNING PREVENTION
Child care . HIGH YES ENFORCEMENT
Public awareness on drowning . MED YES MARITIME SAFETY $Tmeo_waanon
Manage flood risks e MED YES, Mandated registration of watercraft ves  CEEEEEEED O
[snston warning sysiems . L Yes Mandated licensing of watercraft ves U
P:f’"",“:;,':;‘:sfq"" mcahotand . HIGH YES Mandated periodic safety inspections of watercraft ves  CEEEEEEED
Rescue and resuscitation ° HIGH YES Mandated licencing of the operator ves  CEEE
Lifequards L4 Low YES Indwviduals responsible for overall safety of watercraft Owner/Operator/Crew
Search and rescue . HIGH YES Law against alcohol consumption and boating ves I
Maritime salety . HIGH YES 1t yes, specify BAC limit -
Media . HIGH YES

Law against drug use and boating vis I O

Restrictions on watercraft ger capacity ves G O

e LB OF DROWIINS CAPTURSD od provision of Lfeackets onboard watercraft — NO  (EEENDY

SOURCE OF DATA FATAL 'COLLECTED: NON-FATAL 'COLLECTED®  Speciic standard of lfejacket required EN IS0 12402 and IMO
Death certificates . . N/A Specific number of lifejackets required ves G
Verbal autopsy N/A Watercralt often exempt from national maritime legislation:
Hospital admission data S . T
Hospital emergency department data . '
Police ) CHILD SAFETY
Transport sector i E 2 Fencing to exclude children from swimming pools ves  GEEEEEEET
Education sector x ' Swimming lessons in school curricula NO
Nsuine sty 2 ! Structured adult supervision of preschoot children  YES (M
Coast Guard

Prosecution of neglect against children ves G

Tourism sector

Media . niwn . ETY

’Se.m:nﬁ :n: senibased iy g R il Required competencies for swimming instructors NO

EEALI LR AL Required competencies for life quards NO

®Age WSex W Typeof drowning event WActivity BWater body DISASTER RISK

Drowning deaths in community settings are captured YES  Private communication channels broadcast disaster  YeS (UMD

Persons missing at sea are assumed to have died NO WBLINNGY

Persons missing at sea are assumed to have drowned ) NO  DROWNING DATA 3
oF DEATHS c ITH ALCOHOL: 1086%  One agency maintains all vital registry statistics ves  CEEEEEED O :

- No response or ot applicable £

DROWNING DEATHS BY AGE GROUP [YEARS) RATE OF DROWNING DEATH:

704 0tod —=— Rate* (totall —=— Rate [malel —e— Rate lfemalel :

82% L

60 to 69

15% 151029

501059 o
Organization ﬂ
= South=East Asia

18% 2
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6. Key recommendations

SLLUYUITEN oo

Based on the above conclusions, certain practical steps are needed to be carried out to prevent drowning in

Thailand. The following actions are recommended for the government:

Promote multisectoral
collaboration

High priority actions

® Develop a stakeholder analysis to identify the
opportunities and challenges for collaboration and
propose a mechanism for increasing the collabaration
between sectors concerned with water safety

Other important actions

® Espedially because all interventions in Thailand

were evaluated, more work is needed at the
level of monitoring and evaluation.

National water safety
plan

® Monitor the existing plan to determine whether the
specific objectives are being met and whether the plan’s
objectives need to be revised.

Area

Legislations and
requlations

LNE1INUYLAY o

Thailand

Status Report on Drowning

High priority actions

© Develop legislation in Thailand stipulating that swimming
lessons and water safety competendies be integrated
within the primary schoal curricula.

© Acknowledge the presence of a law to prohibit the
operation of watercraft under the influence of alcohal.
[t is impartant to consider it based on a maximum BAC/
BrAC limit.

[© The legislation on lifejackets needs to specify that they

|® Develop legislation spedfying licensing, minimum

must always be worn while passengers are on board a
watercraft and that they must be fastened during use.

competendies or accreditation for swimming instructors
and lifequards.

Other important actions

® With several laws endorsed in Thailand,

enforcement strategies are needed to be
accessed to ensure applicabllity of these
legislations.

Data callection for
drowning prevention

® High-quality data will assist in monitoring both the
outcomes (deaths and injuries) and the performance of
the interventions. The current data sources need to be
assessed, both in terms of consistency and quality.

©® Abusiness process map could be an excellent approach
toidentify the strengths of the system and overcome its
weaknesses.

The availability of several data systems with
complex data collection will require an
Integration of data sources to improve the
reporting and quality of information

Drowning prevention
interventions

10 haease the coverage of the use of lifequards at public

swimming venues.

© TNT case e COverage Of MTETVENTionS tat DUNG resience
and manage flood risks and other hazards.

® Enhance the coverage of the current installed barriers to
contral access to water,

© Thereis a need to identify areas of ‘black beach spot’ to
prioritize drowning prevention interventions.

® Implementation of public beach/water body

reengineering measures are required to prevent frequent
drownings accurring at some particular spots.

With the availability of several interventions,
it is critical to continue evaluating these
interventions to examine cost-effectiveness
and possibilities to increase coverage.

Blue flag certification: is a globally recognized
ecodabel based on 33 stringent riteria
relating to environmental, bathing water
quality, educational, safety, services and
accessibility standards. Recently, India has set
an ambitious target of getting the blue flag
certification for 100 beaches in the caming
three years. This initiative could be considered
In countries of the South-East Asia Region
during the development or amendments of
their drowning prevention plans.
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