
COVID-19 Patient Under Investigation (PUI) definition: 29 January 2021 
 

 
Signs and Symptoms 

 
Risk factors 

 
Quarantine measures in case of 

negative test result 

Scenario 1: Surveillance at Points of Entry  
Patient   with body temperature ≥ 37.3 °C or any of 
the following respiratory symptoms such as cough, 
runny nose, sore throat, anosmia, ageusia, 
tachypnea, or shortness of breath, or difficulty 
Breathing 
 

Having history of travel to or from foreign countries from all flights 
and points of entry 

Follow quarantine measures 

Scenario 2: Surveillance in PUIs/patients  
 
2.1 Symptomatic PUIs with any of the following 
symptoms: history of fever/body temperature ≥ 
37.5 °C, cough, runny nose, sore throat, anosmia, 
ageusia, tachypnea, or shortness of breath, or 
difficulty breathing 

1) Any history within 14 days prior to symptom onset as follows: 
  1.1) Travel history to/ from or reside in areas with ongoing local  
          transmission in the past month  
  1.2) History of contact with a confirmed COVID-19 case 
  1.3) Travel history to crowded places in the community or places of  
          gathering where confirmed cases have been reported in the  
          past month e.g., flea markets, malls, hospitals, public  
          transportation     
  1.4) Work in a quarantine facility 
2) Suspected of having COVID-19 by attending physician 
 

-Follow quarantine measures for 
    1.1) in every case 
    1.2) and 1.3) in high-risk contacts 
         

  - For other cases, follow CPG of  
  disease diagnosed 

  2.2 Patients with pneumonia Any of the following characteristics: 
1) Severe symptoms requiring intubation or death  
2) Etiology unclear or cannot be identified within 48 hrs. 
3) Suspected of having COVID-19 by attending physician 
 

Follow CPG of disease diagnosed 

Scenario 3: Surveillance in health care workers 
with any of the following symptoms: history of 
fever/body temperature ≥ 37.5 °C, cough, runny 
nose, sore throat, anosmia, ageusia, tachypnea, 
or shortness of breath, or difficulty breathing  
 

Working in health care facilities e.g. hospitals, clinics, health 
promotion hospitals, laboratories, drug stores, members of 
investigation teams or personnel working in quarantine facilities (test 
as determined appropriate) 

Follow CPG of disease diagnosed 

Scenario 4: Surveillance in clusters of patients 
with respiratory infection 
A cluster of ≥ 5 patients with symptoms of  
respiratory infection in the same specific area 
 

Clusters in the same area, in the same week with epidemiological 
linkage. 

Follow CPG of disease diagnosed 

 


