The Coronavirus Disease 2019 Situation

by Emergency Operations Center, Department of Disease Control

Thailand situation update on 17 December 2021

1. International Situation

Total Number Daily Increase

Case Fatality Rate

(CFR)

Confirmed cases 273,307,229 746,921

Deaths 5,355,158

1.96%

2.The Disease Situation in Thailand

Situation Total Number
Number of new confirmed cases 3,537
e Cases found in quarantine facilities/centers (Imported) 17
182
e Cases found in prisons
3,520
e Cases infected in Thailand (Local transmission)
e Cases found from active case finding (Local transmission) 45
7-day average percentage of daily positive PCR tests 6.63%
(confirmed cases)
Total number of confirmed cases 2,185,497
e Total recovered and discharged from hospitals 2,120,691
(97.03%)
- Newly recovered and discharged from hospitals 5,459
° Undergoing treatment 43,479
(2.97%)
° Deaths 21,327 (0.98%)
- New deaths 41
Daily number of new vaccinations (Doses) 359,480
e First dose 82,087
e Second dose 134,383
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e Third dose 143,010
Total number of vaccinations (Doses) 97,512,963
° First dose 49,733,492
) Second dose 43,122,275
° Third dose 4,657,196
Number of people screened at Ports of Entry 9,793,831
(Airports, Ground Ports, Seaports)
Number of people screened when renewing their passports 767,132
(at the Immigration Bureau, Chaeng Watthana)

Characteristics of Wave: 1 Jan - Wave: 15 Dec Wave: 1 April
14 Dec 2020
Deaths 2020 - 31 Mar 2021 - now
(60 deaths)
(21,327 deaths) 2021 (34 deaths) | (21,233 deaths)

Case Fatality Rate (CFR) in each age group

° 15 - 39 years 0.20% 0.02% 0.09%
old
° 40 - 59 years 2.10% 0.02% 0.75%
old
° 60+ years old 6.50% 2.60% 5.40%

° < 1 year old (2 deaths)

Percentage of COVID-19 deaths that consist of elderly patients, patients with
underlying diseases including obesity, or pregnant patients

64% 100% 90%

3. Thailand Implementations

e The Ministry of Public Health has confirmed that there is an efficient surveillance,
screening, and detecting system in responding to the Omicron strain. The ministry
will keep the screening standards for people who travel from abroad through
legalized channels. For safety reason, everyone must have an RT-PCR test result
from the country of origin not more than 72 hours and be retested upon arrival in
Thailand.

e The Department of Health has advised public transportation sector to tighten
COVID-19 preventive measures during the New Year festival that a large number of
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people will be using public transportation to their hometowns or travel destinations.
Therefore, operators and employees are requested to strictly follow the measures.

e Nonthaburi Provincial Administration Organization has opened the online-registration
for the Moderna vaccination as a third (booster) dose on 21 and 24 December 2021.
People are informed to register using the MorProm application.

4. Risk Assessment of COVID-19 Situation

For the global COVID-19 situation, there have been more than 273 million cumulative
cases. The daily new cases have been increasing since mid-October to be more than 6
hundred thousand people per day. Most has been the result of case surging in the European
region. Countries with many outbreaks include the United Kingdom, United States, France
and Germany. In the ASEAN region, the overall case situation has been decreasing except
for Vietnam that there are more than 15,000 cases per day.

In Thailand, the third current wave (since April 2021), there have been 2,156,634
cumulative cases. Today (17 December) there are 3,537 new cases. The overall trend of
daily new cases has been decreasing in all regions of the country to be around 3,000 cases
per day. Most of the new cases are found in the Central and Southern regions. Provinces
with more cases include Bangkok, Samut Prakan, Chon Buri, Samut Sakhon and Songkhla.
The cumulative number of deaths is 21,233, representing a Case Fatality Rate (CFR) of
0.98%. Most deaths are the elderly and people with chronic underlying diseases who are not
vaccinated.

As for the vaccination situation in Thailand, more than 98.8 million doses have been
administered to the people. More than 43.9 million people have received 2 or more doses of
vaccine, accounting for 61% of the population. Provinces with the highest coverage of
people receiving 2 doses or more are Bangkok, Phuket, and Chonburi. Overall, there are still
many provinces where vaccination coverage is less than 50%. And as vaccines are more
effective in preventing illness and death rather than infection, re-opening the country and
relaxing measures to allow more activities, therefore, still being a risk of the disease
spreading and increasing in the number of infected people. However, most infected people
will not have serious symptoms. Therefore, it is forecasted that the trend of infected people
during this period will be slowly declining and will likely remain over 3,000 cases per day.

Therefore, there should be a continued surveillance among patients whose
symptoms are in line with the COVID-19 definition, investigation of large-scale outbreaks to
identify risk sites and risk factors and rapid control of the disease including risk
communication to the public to maintain the intensity of disease prevention measures
despite receiving the vaccine. The self-protections are mask wearing, frequent hand
washing, working from home if possible, reducing unnecessary travel especially to crowded
places, and getting vaccinated when available, including the booster doses.
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