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Table 2: Summary of phenotypic impacts* of variants of concern

WHO label Alpha Beta Gamma Delta Omicron
Transmissibility Increased Increased Increased Increased No direct evidence
transmissibility* transmissibility4  transmissibility 44 transmissibility for increased
pacaen transmissibility.
Disease Possible increased risk  Possible increased  Possible increased Possible increased Not yet known.
severity of hospitalization'”,  risk of risk of risk of Clinical outcome
possible increased risk  hospitalization®®, hospitalization'®, hospitalization™** data are under
of severe disease and possible increased  possible increased review.
death**® in-hospital risk of severe
mortality™ disease™
Risk of Neutralizing activity Reduction in Moderate reduction  Reduction in Preliminary evidence
reinfection retained™, risk of neutralizing activity  in neutralizing neutralizing suggests a possible
reinfection remains reported; T cell activity reported®® activity increased risk of
similar’® response elicited by reported®** reinfection *
D614G virus
remains effective’’
Impacts on Limited impact - S gene No impact on RT- None reported to No impact on RT- PCR continues to
diagnostics target failure (SGTF), no PCR or Ag RDTs date PCR or Ag RDTs detect Omicron,
impact on overall result observed™ observed™ Impact on Ag-RDTs is
from multiple target under investigation.
RT-PCR; No impact on
Ag RDTs observed™”
*Generalized findings as compared to previously/co-circulating variants. Based on emerging evidence, including non-peer-reviewed pregrint articles
and reparts, oif subject to ongoing investigation and revision
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